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Abstract:  Taxonomic changes are made in the hesperiid subfamilies Pyrginae and Hesperiinae. Abantis leucogaster 
rotundala is described as a new subspecies. Abantis leucogaster iruma is raised to species rank. Abantis 
ituri is described as a new species from the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), sympatric with 
the related A. lucretia. Gorgyra kasungo is described as a new submontane species from the Kivu 
Mountains in the DRC. The poorly known G. vosseleri from Tanzania is illustrated and re-described in 
comparison with G. subfacatus, of which it was placed as a subspecies by Evans. The new Ceratrichia 
manengouba is described from the submontane zone of Cameroun, related to C. lewisi from the submontane 
Obudu Plateau in Nigeria. Gretna dargei is described as new from Cameroun and Liberia and compared 
with the other members of the Gretna waga-group. G. leakeyi is illustrated in colour and with a genitalia 
scan for the first time. Finally, Caenides lukolela, allied to both C. dacela and C. soritia, is described as a 
new species from a single specimen from the Equateur Province of the DRC. The male genitalia of all the 
new taxa are illustrated by scans and compared with their closest relatives. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the fifth African Butterfly Research Institute 
(ABRI) Research Paper resulting from month-long 
visits by Larsen to the African Butterfly Research 
Institute, Nairobi (ABRI), which have so far resulted in 
the description of several new genera, many new 
species, and new subspecies in most butterfly families. 
The paper is dedicated to the family Hesperiidae 
(Lepidoptera), for the African species of which Larsen 
intends to produce a full revision. According to DNA-
based studies (Heikkilä et al. (2012); Kawahara & 
Breinholt (2014)) the Hesperiidae should be placed 
within the Papilionoidea together with all other 
butterflies, instead of being placed in a superfamily of 
its own (Hesperioidea – and before that Grypocera). 
Followed by the small family Hedylidae it fits 
phylogenetically in-between Papilionidae – the oldest 
family – and the Pieridae.   
Closer study of species in the family than was possible 
in the past is raising almost as many issues as it solves, 
so it was decided that new species and any particularly 

interesting findings would be published along the way. 
This will allow the final book to concentrate on the 
distribution, biogeography, and natural history of the 
Hesperiidae in a more homogenous manner, as well as 
gaining more information on the new taxa from other 
sources. 
The authors here describe five new species, one new 
subspecies, and raise one subspecies to species rank, as 
well as re-describing two species and illustrating their 
genitalia for the first time.  
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
The data and images in this paper have been obtained 
during the past five years in museums and private 
collections as annotated in the descriptions of the new 
taxa and in the acknowledgements. The basic outline of 
the manuscript was decided during the authors’ 
consultations at ABRI in December, 2013. Additional 
advice, information, and comments were obtained from 
many colleagues on one or more of the taxa in question.  
The information given in the descriptions comprises the 
length of the male holotype forewing, measured from 
its tip to the base of the wing where it attaches to the 
thorax. All butterflies vary somewhat in size and the 
holotypes were chosen as being the average size of the 
species in question. Holotypes are shown as they are in 
the collections, but other images may be slightly 
“repaired” in Adobe Photoshop (pin holes, scratches, 
wing damage, etc). 
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In most genera the male genitalia are important for 
identification. They are here illustrated by scans of 
microscopic slides, generally in lateral view. Most were 
processed and mounted by Larsen, and subsequently 
cleaned in Photoshop, though some were slides from 
other sources. For most species genitalia additional to 
those illustrated were examined. The sources and 
registry numbers of all genitalia figured are listed in the 
relevant captions.  
 There will certainly also be specimens of the new 
species in other collections and the authors would be 
grateful for any additional information.   
 
Abbreviations: The following abbreviations are used for the 
various collections of the specimens involved:   
ABRI = African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi; JS = 
James Stewart private collection; MRAC = Royal Museum 
for Central Africa, Tervuren; NHM = Natural History 
Museum (bmnh), London (/thej = T.H.E. Jackson 
Collection); RD = Robert Ducarme private collection; TBL = 
Torben B. Larsen private collection.  
In the figures a red dot indicates that the specimen figured is 
a holotype, including some not described in the present paper. 
Terms such as H.123 and tbl ABC are codes to genitalia slides 
in MRAC and Larsen slides to be deposited in ABRI 
respectively. 
 
RESULTS 
 
GENUS ABANTIS HOPFFER, 1855 
(Hesperiidae: Pyrginae: Tagiadini) 
 
Abantis leucogaster leucogaster  Mabille (Figs 1 & 2) 
 
Sapaea leucogaster Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société 
Entomologique de France, (6) 10: 32 (17–51).  
 
Type locality: “Sierra Leone”. 
Type material: Holotype ♂ Natural History Museum, 
London (inspected).  
 
Abantis leucogaster (Mabille, 1890) was described 
from Sierra Leone in the genus Sapaea Plötz, 1879, but 
moved to the genus Abantis Hopffer, 1855 by Holland 
(1896). The genus has a number of species with unique, 
and unexpected, colour patterns, as well as one of the 
most intractable complexes of African skippers in the 
form of the Abantis venosa-group with many similar 
species. Abantis leucogaster is one of the most 
unmistakable African skippers with its dark blackish-
grey forewings that have long hyaline interneural 
streaks in all spaces and a snow-white hindwing with a 
narrow black margin. Evans (1937) had just ten 
specimens available from between Sierra Leone and 
Cameroun. It was always considered very rare, but as 
more material came to light, Evans (1951) described a 
subspecies from material collected at Irumu near the 
Ituri Forest in South Kivu, DRC as ssp. iruma, which 
we here raise to species rank. We further found that the 
populations along the northern Albertine Rift and in the 
western part of Shaba in the DRC differ so much from 
nominate A. leucogaster that these will here be 
described below as a distinct subspecies.   
The well-known nominate A. leucogaster has a range 
stretching from Sierra Leone through the West African 
forest belt to Cameroun, Congo, the Central African 
Republic, and South Ubangi in the extreme northwest 

of the DRC. It has not been recorded from Gabon or 
south of the Equator. Below we describe a new 
subspecies for the populations of A. leucogaster to the 
south and the east of this area.   
 
Abantis leucogaster rotundala  Larsen & Collins, ssp. 
nov. (Figs 1 & 2) 
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:14885C4D-B7F2-438D-99E0-D71F9825571F 
 
Type locality: ♂ Uganda, Katera Forest (00.28S 31.37E). 
Type material: Holotype ♂ Natural History Museum 
(bmnh/thej), London. Paratypes:  Uganda: 8 ♂♂ Katera 
Forest, Kibale, Kamengo, Sango Bay (NHM); ♂ Sango Bay 
(ABRI); ♂ Entebbe (Hope); DRC: 18 ♂♂, 3 ♀♀ Kivu: 
(Mamove, Mapimbi), Orientale Province: (Bangupa, 
Balika/Basayo) (ABRI); 4 ♂♂, 1 ♀ (R. Ducarme); Tanzania: 
♂ Minziro Forest (ABRI). 
 
Description and diagnosis: Male forewing 17.5 mm. 
Males of this new subspecies are usually smaller than 
nominate leucogaster, and not as blackish, but there is 
occasionally overlap in size. Hindwing shape differs 
from the nominate in having the tornal half of the 
hindwing wider, giving it a more rounded look even 
though this is actually caused by a greater degree of 
angularity of the hindwing (especially in spaces 3 and 
4) and a less tapering tornus. Black colouration of the 
forewing upperside is lighter and with a variable 
amount of orange dusting, especially the basal area. 
Hyaline interneural streaks in all interspaces are usually 
narrower and less visible against the lighter 
ground-colour. Hindwing upperside dark margin 
narrower and blackened veins penetrate less into the 
white than in nominate subspecies. Outer edge of the 
abdominal fold not as widely black and may be 
bordered by orange. Hindwing costa often tinged with 
orange, sometimes completely orange (see Fig. 1). Dry 
season morph more different from the nominate 
subspecies (Fig. 1-B top); wet season form may be 
closer to nominate leucogaster, which does not seem to 
have dry season morphs. Underside of both subspecies 
lighter than the upperside but they differ in the same 
way.  
Females very similar to males except that the wings 
slightly more rounded and large ochreous hair tuft at 
the end of the abdomen. We have seen just four or five 
females, none of which merit being figured.  
Male genitalia: Both subspecies of A. leucogaster (Fig. 
3) and those of A. iruma structurally similar to those of 
genus as a whole. Tegumen/uncus just over half the 
length of the valve with short, but broad uncus ending 
in two rounded lobes. Gnathos, as usual, only attached 
to the right side of the tegumen from where it curls up 
without being attached to the left; small in comparison 
with many other species (e.g. A. lucretia and A. ituri 
shown in Figs 4-D & 4-E). Slightly asymmetrical 
valves lack dorsal projection that is present in many 
species of the genus. Cucullus almost triangular with 
the ventral edge curving up gently to meet the dorsal 
edge and tapering to form a slightly rounded tip. Fultura 
consists of thin membranous tissues through which the 
penis passes as seen in the A. l. leucogaster in Fig. 3-1 
but it is usually destroyed or crumpled in the cleaning 
process during dissection. Saccus well developed and 
about half the length of the valve but not a useful 
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character. Genitalia of the new subspecies do not differ 
materially from nominate leucogaster. 
 
Discussion: Subspecies rotundala has two strongly 
disjunct distribution areas. One covers the forested 
areas of Uganda (from Entebbe westwards) from where 
the bulk of its records come, extending north and west 
into North Kivu and Orientale Provinces of the DRC 
(west to Kisangani and Isiro [Paulis]), and into the 
extreme northwest of Tanzania (Minziro Forest, 
Bukoba). The second covers the extreme west of Shaba 
in the DRC (Kapanga, Kafakumba). On present 
knowledge about the two populations of ssp. rotundala 
they are well separated from each other (>800 km), 
while both are well separated from the closest 
population of nominate ssp. leucogaster in the CAR 
(1100 km from Kisangani, and 1400 km from 
Kafakumba). However, the area between the Albertine 

Rift and Kapanga is poorly researched. Despite their 
superficial similarity it is not impossible that barcoding 
will show the Shaba population to be distinct from that 
to the north. 
 
Etymology: The name rotundala means round wing, 
referring to the shape of the hindwing that differs from 
nominate ssp. leucogaster. The authors had used this 
name as an identifier in correspondence for many years 
before deciding that it needed to be described. 
 
Abantis  iruma  Evans, 1951     stat. rev. (Figs 2 & 3) 
 
Abantis leucogaster iruma Evans, 1951. Annals and 
Magazine of Natural History (12) 4: 1270 (1268–1272). 
 
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Irumu, Ituri 
Forest, Belgian Congo”.  
 

 
 

Figure 1 – Abantis leucogaster: Top row uppersides, bottom row undersides. 
The columns show: A Ssp. rotundala ♂ holotype Uganda, Katera Forest (NHM/thej); B Ssp. rotundala ♂: Top ♂ 
Uganda, Kamengo (dry season form); below ♂ DRC Kapanga (both ABRI); C Ssp. leucogaster CAR Yakoli 
(ABRI). 

 

    
 

Figure 2 – Abantis iruma compared with A. leucogaster: Top row uppersides; lower row undersides. 
The columns show:  1 A. iruma ♂ Top: DRC, Irumu (Holotype) (NHM); below: DRC, Kivu (MRAC); 2 A. iruma 
♀ Top: DRC, Biakatu (RD); below: DRC, Epulu RD);   3 A. l. leucogaster ♂ Top & below: CAR, Yakoli (ABRI); 
4 A. l. leucogaster ♀ Top & below, Cameroun, Ebogo. 
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Type material: Holotype ♂ Natural History Museum, 
London (inspected). Evans’ holotype is shown in Fig. 2-1. 
 

A. iruma was described as a subspecies of 
A. leucogaster on the basis of a single male collected 
by T.H.E. Jackson in 1927 at Irumu (Ituri Forest, North 
Kivu, DRC). It always seemed obvious to the authors 
that it was too different just to be a subspecies [“... it 
might even be a valid species” (Larsen 2005)], but no 
action was taken until now. When looking into the 
issue, we found that there were clear genitalic 
differences as well as a slight distributional overlap 
with A. leucogaster rotundala (described above), which 
removed any doubt that it should be raised to species 
rank. 
 

Description and diagnosis: Male forewing 17.0 mm, 
females only slightly larger, both much smaller than 
nominate A. leucogaster. Male: forewing dark grey as 
in A. leucogaster rotundala and not as blackish as in A. 
leucogaster. Interneural streaks in all interspaces 
slightly less developed than in A. leucogaster. Base of 
forewings more dusted with orange. Hindwing pure 
white with a slightly darkened costa and a small orange 
basal patch. No black margin. Vein 1b finely black 
throughout, other veins finely black on their outer half. 
Inner edge of abdominal fold dark grey. Underside very 
like the upperside, forewing underside lighter in tone. 
Costa and edge of spaces 6 and 7 grey. Female: Differs 
from male in being slightly larger, having veins more 
firmly underlined with black (but in the same manner), 
and costa and margin of spaces 6 and 7 grey (2–3 mm). 
Underside hardly differs from upperside, except base of 
the hindwing not orange.  
Male genitalia: Though structurally similar, genitalia of 
A. iruma differ rather strongly from the two subspecies 
of A. leucogaster (Fig. 3). Often no, or very limited, 
differences between similar species in the genus. 
Uncus/tegumen more squat and cucullus does not taper 
gradually but turns up abruptly to meet dorsal tip at 
almost 90o angle, tip then continuing to an abrupt, cut-
off end without further tapering. 
 

Discussion: A. iruma is centered on the North Kivu and 
Orientale Provinces of the DRC where it flies in semi-
deciduous and evergreen forests at lower levels, not 
penetrating into submontane habitats. Larsen is sure 
that he once saw a photo of a specimen from the 

Semliki Valley just inside the Ugandan border. In the 
southern part of North Kivu Province there is a 
distributional overlap with A. leucogaster rotundala 
(described above), which is much rarer there. The 
overlap is limited to the border area between the DRC 
and Uganda south of Lake Albert. The MRAC 
collection has a specimen from Isiro (collected by 
Maurice Fontaine), which is about 500 km west of the 
main population, but this gap is an area where almost 
no collecting has taken place. There is an interesting 
parallel: Fontaine also caught a new species of 
Andronymus [A. fontainei Larsen & Congdon (2012)] 
near Isiro and another male was recently found by 
Ducarme in South Kivu at Biakatu, where A. iruma also 
occurs. ABRI has no fewer than 136 specimens, mostly 
collected in ones or twos in many different localities 
during the past ten years by commercial collectors who 
knew that Abantis were always welcome. Only four are 
females, but this skewed sex-ratio in collections is not 
unusual in the genus, since most males are caught at 
damp patches or on foul substances that are not visited 
by females. 
 
Abantis  ituri  Larsen & Collins, sp. nov. (Fig. 4)  
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:E5E14599-D04D-43A4-9A48-0DB521CED79D 
 
Type locality: DRC, Kivu, Biakatu, 1000 m (00.50N 
29.00E).  
Type material:  Holotype ♂ African Butterfly Research 
Institute, Nairobi (RD leg.). Paratypes: DRC: 16 ♂♂ and 3 
♀♀ Kivu & Orientale Provinces: Pateka, Biakatu, Mamove, 
Teturi, Makele, Mt Hoyo (ABRI); 7 ♂♂ 1 ♀ Beni, Biakatu 
(RD); ♂ Biakatu (tbl BIJ) (TBL ex RD); 4 ♂♂ and 2 ♀♀ Kivu 
& Orientale Provinces R. Ducarme). 
 
Abantis ituri is a small Abantis that is limited to the 
Kivu Province in the DRC, where it flies in lowland 
forests (900–1200 m). It is closely related to the larger 
Abantis lucretia Druce, 1909, which flies in the same 
general area. A few literature records of A. lucretia, 
which flies in the same general areas, may actually refer 
to A. ituri. It seems to be widespread and not rare by the 
standards of the genus and we have seen more than 30, 
almost exclusively in the Ducarme and ABRI 
collections. There are no specimens in the NHM, which 
has many Ugandan butterflies but very little material 

 
 

Figure 3 – Male genitalia in the Abantis leucogaster-complex 
The columns show: 1 A. l. leucogaster, Ghana Tano Ofin (scc 672) (ABRI); 2 A. l. rotundala, DRC, Bangupa (tbl 
BJZ) (ABRI); A. iruma, DRC, North Kivu (tbl BSO) (RD). 
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from Kivu. Some larger, but only slightly different, 
specimens from further west in the DRC (Kisangani, 
Equateur Prov., Kapanga), southern Uganda, and 
eastern Cameroun (Bitje, Ja River) are excluded. Their 
status must await an in-depth study of A. lucretia, 
which seems to be a complex of species. However, the 
new A. ituri described below is so consistent in the 
northern Kivu and Orientale provinces – and sympatric 
with A. lucretia – that it can now be described. 
 

Description: Forewing 16 mm, small for the genus as 
a whole, including A. lucretia. Palpi, antennae, body, 
and legs entirely typical of the genus. Both sets of 
wings more rounded than in most other Abantis, 
especially the hindwing tornus. Male: Upperside 
ground colour deep blackish with even darker veins. 
Base of the forewing has some rusty scaling. Two well-
separated spots in cell, upper shorter than the lower, 
which is elongated, as well as small elongate subapical 
spots in spaces 6 to 8, and often in 9 as well. Small 
elongate white spot in space 3 and much larger spot in 
space 2, well separated from cell-spots as well as from 
each other. All spots hyaline, white, and precisely 
defined. Male hindwing costa deep black above veins 6 
and 7, except for small white patch at junction of the 
two veins. Costa continues as dark margin of same 

width (~ 4 mm) as tornus. Inner edge of abdominal fold 
also black. Rest of hindwing a very pure white. No 
blackened veins penetrate white discal area. Tornal 
margin bordered by narrow white lunules in spaces 1b 
to 4, somewhat variable in extent from specimen to 
specimen. Forewing underside brownish with spaces 1a 
and 1b lighter grey. Upperside hyaline spots fully 
visible. Hindwing underside similar to upperside 
except that dark markings not as deeply black. Female: 
Tone lighter than male on both upper and undersides 
but otherwise similar, except that hyaline spots tend to 
be larger and more rust coloured scaling at base of 
forewing.  
Male genitalia: No significant genitalic differences 
from A. lucretia, and also similar to those of A. lofu 
Neave, 1910. Dorsal process on valve begins at very 
base of valve; situated slightly along dorsal edge in 
A. lucretia (viewed on several slides, including one 
from Kivu) (see Figs 4-D & 4-E). “Head” of dorsal 
process on valves below taller, but that would need 
substantiation from a series to be diagnostic.    
 
Diagnosis: A. ituri can only be confused with 
A. lucretia, which is larger, with more pointed 
forewings, a less blackish ground colour, which leaves 

 
 

Figure 4 – Abantis ituri sp. nov. and a male of A. lucretia from the same area.  
Top row uppersides; second row undersides; bottom row male genitalia. 

The columns show:  A  ♂ A. ituri (Holotype), DRC, Kivu, Biakatu (ABRI);  B  ♀ A. ituri (Paratype), DRC Bucha-
Teturi (ABRI);  C  ♂ A. lucretia, DRC, Kivu, Mangina (TBL); D  ♂ genitalia of A. ituri, DRC, Kivu, Lume (tbl 
BIJ) (TBL);  E  ♂ genitalia of  C. 
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the darker veins more obvious than in A. ituri. The 
forewing spotting in A. lucretia is disposed in a similar 
manner but the cell spots and that in space 2 are usually 
more elongate and sometimes diffusely defined. The 
base of the forewing usually has rustier scaling with a 
brighter tone, though this is variable.  
The hindwing of A. lucretia in Kivu usually has a rusty-
orange costa and the white patch in space 7 is always 
much more extensive. The hindwing margin tapers 
from the costa to the tornus, its inner edge is irregular 
with dark veins penetrating into the white discal area, 
which is less gleaming than in A. ituri (Fig. 4). 
A. lucretia varies considerably throughout its extensive 
range from Sierra Leone to the Albertine Rift and is 
probably a complex of partly overlapping similar 
species, which will be difficult to unravel without DNA 
support since there seems to be much variation without 
concomitant significant genitalic differences. However, 
from northern Kivu the authors have only seen the two 
illustrated in Fig. 4 that are clearly two distinct species. 
 

Discussion: The habitat of A. ituri is evergreen and 
semi-deciduous forests at 900–1300 m, where it 
cohabits with the larger A. lucretia, which is much the 
scarcer of the two in the area. There are no field 
observations. The range is centered around the 
lowlands along the Mitumba Mountain range, 
including the famous Ituri Forest where the Okapi is the 

flagship species. It might occur also in the western parts 
of Uganda which adjoin its range in the North Kivu 
Province, but the authors have not seen any specimens 
from there though Uganda has been better explored 
than Kivu.  
 
Etymology: The species is given the name ituri after 
the famous Ituri Forest that lies in the centre of the area 
in which A. ituri has been found. 
 
GENUS GORGYRA HOLLAND, 1896 
(Hesperiidae: Hesperiinae: [Incertae sedis]) 
 
Gorgyra kasungo Larsen & Collins, sp. nov. (Figs 5–
6)     urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:58F25268-4F77-4F2E-BEE0-AA38282D0483 
 
Type locality: ♂ DRC, Kivu, Mitumba Mts., Muleke, 2000 
m (00.20N 29.20E) (Jan. 2013).  
Type material: Holotype ♂ African Butterfly Research 
Institute, Nairobi. Paratypes:  ♂ DRC, Kasungo (tbl BKC) (x) 
(TBL); ♂ DRC, Kasungo (tbl BPY) (ix), 11 ♂♂ Kasuo, 
Kithokolo, Kanyambia, Maliva (i, ii, iv, v, x) (ABRI); 4 ♂♂, 
♀ Kasungo (Ducarme); ♂ Kithokolo (JS) [i, ii, x etc = months 
of capture].   
 
When screening the collection of Robert Ducarme a 
few years ago, Larsen noticed a Gorgyra from the 
submontane zone of the Mitumba Mountains in Kivu 
that was very similar to G. warreni Collins & Larsen, 

 
 

Figure 5 – Gorgyra kasungo sp. nov. ♂ & ♀ compared with G. warreni and G. bina.  
(Top row uppersides; bottom row undersides). 

Columns show:  1  G. kasungo  ♂ holotype DRC, Kivu, Muleke (ABRI);   2  G. kasungo  ♀ paratype DRC, Kivu, 
Kasungo (ABRI);   3  G. warreni  ♂ holotype, Nigeria, Obudu Plateau (ABRI);   4  G. bina  ♂ Ghana, Volta, Likpe 
(MRAC). 

 
 

Figure 6 – Male genitalia in the Gorgyra bina- complex: 
A  G. kasungo, DRC, Kasugho (tbl BPY) (TBL ex RD); B G. bina, Central African Republic, Bangui area (scc 
556a) (ABRI);   C G. warreni holotype, Nigeria, Obudu Plateau (scc 556b) (ARBI). There is much variation in the 
shape of the cucullus in G. bina and some match that of G. kasungo.  
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2008 from the submontane forests of the Obudu Plateau 
in Nigeria and western Cameroun. The genitalia of both 
are almost identical with those of G. bina Evans, 1937, 
which is not rare in lower level broadleaf forests from 
the Guinea Mountains to northwestern Tanzania, 
western Kenya (Kakamega), Uganda, and Kivu, south 
to the Kasai and Kapanga in the DRC. The specimens 
were placed as G. bina Evans, 1937 by Ducarme, as 
they would indeed be when identified through the keys 
in Evans (1937).  
Both these species differ from G. bina by a deeper 
blackish ground-colour, the lack of a lower cell-spot on 
the forewing as well as that in space 1b, and by two 
small round hindwing postdiscal spots that do not 
touch, contrasting with the more quadrate spots in 
G. bina that are only finely separated by a dark vein. 
G. bina occurs rarely in the Kivu area and then always 
below the submontane zone. This new species is 
described below. 
 
Description: Forewing 15.5 mm. Palpi, thorax 
underside, and legs greenish-ochreous. Antennae, 
palpi, and legs as for the genus Gorgyra. Male: 
Upperside ground-colour deep blackish. Forewing with 
single, upper, cell-spot [normally in other Gorgyra spp. 
lower cell-spot larger, and if one missing it is the upper 
spot]. Three subapical spots in line but very small; 
middle spot may be missing. Spots also in spaces 3 and 
2 but none, or at most a minute spot, in 1b; that in 2 
forms a narrow crescent. Hindwing has small well-
separated round postdiscal spots in spaces 2 and 3. 
Androconial brush on male hindwing tornus 
black. Underside a more subdued blackish. Forewing 
has some slight lighter scaling along the border of cell 
and costa, but not the well-defined white streak of many 
other Gorgyra. Spotting similar to upperside but with 
hint of a grey spot in space 1b. Hindwing outer third 
black, but inner two-thirds scantily clothed with grey 
scales. Two white spots of upperside present and 
usually an almost invisible white cell-spot, not showing 
through on upperside. Hints of dark postdiscal spots as 
in G. bina and to a lesser extent in G. warreni. Male 
abdomen tipped with subdued ochreous-white, not 
bright white as in some species, including G. bina; in 
the few G. warreni available tip of abdomen brown. 
Female: Single available female differs little from male 
except more rounded wings. White spots slightly larger 
and include small, but firm, spot in space 1b. 
Occasional females might have small lower spot.  
Male genitalia: Genitalia of G. kasungo very similar to 
those of both G. warreni and G. bina; valves sharing 
shape differing from all other species of Gorgyra (Fig. 
6-A to 6-C). Three dissected males from Kasungo (tbl 
BKC, BPY, CBW) almost identical and probably 
cannot be told apart from those of G. bina. Valve of 
G. warreni broader with more finely serrated ridge 
along dorsal edge of cucullus, but only one dissection 
was made [the original description suggested that the 
valve was more slender than in G. bina, but this was 
due to describing a poorly mounted second valve not 
figured below or in the original line drawing].  
 
Diagnosis: Gorgyra kasungo belongs to what may be 
called the G. bina-group of three species, which are the 

only Gorgyra to share: i) a hindwing with a tornal hair-
tuft, ii) two hindwing postdiscal spots in spaces 2 and 3 
but without a defined cell-spot, iii) a hindwing 
underside without an ochreous tone, and iv) very 
similar genitalia. G. bina is the smallest of the three. Its 
upperside ground-colour is dark brown, less blackish in 
tone than the other two. The forewing has two well-
developed cell-spots and the spots in spaces 2 and 3 are 
larger. The hindwing has larger, more rectangular 
hindwing spots in spaces 2 and 3 that almost touch, 
rather than round, well-separated spots. The forewing 
underside has a strong white streak on the costal edge 
of the cell. The hindwing underside is mostly light 
brown, overlaid with grey scaling, with darkened 
margins and some defined black spotting. The male 
abdomen is tipped with pure white and the habitat is 
broadleaf, lowland forest from Sierra Leone to the 
Albertine Rift.  
G. warreni and G. kasungo are more similar to each 
other than either is to G. bina, but G. warreni is strictly 
submontane in eastern Nigeria (Obudu Plateau) and the 
Cameroun Highlands, while G. kasungo is limited to 
the Kivu Highlands, more than 2000 km to the east. 
G. warreni has the tip of the male abdomen brown 
while G. kasungo has a smaller, pale ochreous-white 
tip, very different from the pure white of G. bina. On 
the underside G. warreni has a chestnut tinge while 
G. kasungo is more blackish, with the discal/basal area 
overlaid with grey scales. The single known G. warreni 
female has much larger spotting than that of the single 
known G. kasungo (Fig. 5-2). 
 
Discussion: The similarity of these two submontane 
species is startling. They probably had a common 
ancestor that was distributed across Africa during a 
glacial period of the Pleistocene and were forced up to 
the montane zone when the climate warmed. 
G. kasungo seems well established, without being 
common, in the Kivu Mountains. G. warreni seems 
much rarer and with a limited habitat in submontane 
eastern Nigeria and Cameroun. Both seem to fly mainly 
at the edges and in clearings of submontane forests. A 
molecular cladogram of the three species would be 
interesting.  
 
Etymology: The species was first recognized by Larsen 
from a male in the collection of Robert Ducarme, 
labelled Kasungo [now officially changed to the less 
euphonic Kasugho]. We had used this name in 
correspondence and decided to use the name, despite 
choosing a specimen in better condition from a nearby 
locality as the holotype. 
 
Gorgyra vosseleri – redescription, illustration of ♀, 
and ♂ genitalia (Figs 7 & 8) 
 
Gorgyra vosseleri Grünberg, 1907. Deutsche 
Entomologische Zeitschrift 1907: 577 (577-578). 
Gorgyra subfacatus vosseleri Evans, 1937; Kielland (1990); 
Ackery et al. 1995.  
Gorgyra vosseleri Grünberg, 1907. Larsen, 2005:498 
[stat. rev.]. 
 
Type locality: Tanzania: “Deutsch-Ostafrika, Amani”. 
Type material:  Holotype ♂ Humboldt Museum, Berlin (not 
examined). 
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The male type of Gorgyra vosseleri (Grünberg, 1907) 
was originally quite well described from Amani, 
Tanzania (then German East Africa). It was rather 
poorly illustrated as such by Aurivillius [in Seitz] 
(1925) and a poor male was figured in Kielland (1990).   
Evans (1937) downgraded it to a subspecies of Gorgyra 
subfacatus (Mabille, 1889) without any explanation, 
though the nearest locality of that species known to him 
was in Nigeria, a hefty 3500 km to the west; it is now 
known also from Cameroun to the Albertine Rift. 

Evans’ view was accepted by Kielland (1990) in the 
book on Tanzanian butterflies as well as by Ackery et 
al. (1995). When preparing the book, Butterflies of 
West Africa, Larsen (2005) had a quick look at the 
genitalia of G. vosseleri, found them to be completely 
different from those of G. subfacatus, and accordingly 
formally again raised it to species rank: “The size is 
much larger, the hindwing has small light spots, and the 
genitalia are completely different, closer to those of 
G. bina (stat. rev.)”. Both sexes of G. vosseleri are 

 
 

Figure 7 – Gorgyra vosseleri compared with G. subfacatus. Top row uppersides; lower row undersides. 
The columns show:   1  G. vosseleri ♂ Tanzania, Usambara Mts (ABRI);   2  G. vosseleri ♀ Tanzania, S Pare Mts 
(ABRI);  3  G. subfacatus ♂ Ghana, no data (TBL);  4  G. subfacatus ♂ Ghana, Volta Reg, Anfoega (ABRI). 

 

 
 

Figure 8 – Genitalia of four Gorgyra-species: 
A  G. vosseleri Tanzania, S Pare Mts (tbl CBJ) (ABRI); B G. kalinzu ssp. Liberia, Putu (tbl CCU) (ABRI 
ex SzS); C G. subfacatus, of which G. vosseleri was long considered a subspecies: Tanzania, Kigoma (tbl 
BJA) (JS); D G. stewarti DRC, Lukolela (tbl CAL) (ABRI). 
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shown in Fig. 7 together with G. subfacatus, and its 
male genitalia figured together with those of 
G. subfacatus in Fig. 8.  
 
Redescription: Male: Forewing 13–14 mm. Typically 
porrect palpi of genus, orange on underside. Forewing 
dark brown and pointed. Hyaline spots rather small. 
Two cell-spots small and placed in line with larger spot 
in space 2; upper spot smaller than the lower. Usual 
subapical spots in spaces 6–8 tiny and middle one is 
often missing. Spot in 3 almost size of that in 2. Spot in 
1b tiny and sometimes missing. Hindwing with rather 
small spot in cell and two smaller postdiscal spots in 
spaces 2 and 3. G. subfacatus has single cell-spot, 
which is occasionally missing. Cilia of both wings 
brown and not chequered. Forewing underside costa 
bright ochreous-orange from base to end of cell. Dark 
patch separates this from large ochreous-orange 
subapical area extending to space 2. Interspaces each 
contain diffuse submarginal spot. Rest of wing lighter 
brown than upperside, with most of spaces 1a and 1b 
even lighter. Spotting pattern like upperside. In G. 
subfacatus subapical area and margin have hardly any 
ochreous shading. Hindwing underside mainly 
ochreous-orange as on forewing subapical area, with a 
row of dark submarginal spots in each interspace as 
well as a postdiscal row where spots in spaces 2 and 3 
are centered with white. Cell-spot also centered with 
white. In G. subfacatus only cell-spot white and 
subapical area obscured by diffuse brown patch. As in 
G. subfacatus, tip of abdomen brown and no tornal hair-
tuft. Females of both species have more rounded 
forewings with better developed hyaline spotting, 
especially that in spaces 2 and 1b. Ochreous underside 
colour less orange in tone. Only available female of G. 
vosseleri was in rather poor state (Fig.7-2). 
Male genitalia: Genitalia of G. vosseleri quite different 
from those of G. subfacatus, as shown in Fig. 8. Larsen 
(2005) stated that they were somewhat similar to those 
of G. bina, but they are actually closer to the 
morphologically different G. kalinzu Evans, 1949, the 
genitalia of which he had not dissected at the time. 

Tegumen modest with uncus slightly longer, ending in 
blunted tip; lower edges reinforced with additional 
chitin – also the case in G. kalinzu. Small fenestrula 
present. Vinculum unusually broad in its upper two-
thirds. Basal edge of valve at an angle of 45o to the 
ventral edge, curving slightly to where the upper edge 
begins, at which point the valve is at its broadest. Then 
slopes gently down to meet cucullus, which is raised 
well above the edge of the valve proper. Cucullus forms 
nearly equilateral triangle, with upper angle flattened 
and serrated. Cucullus foreshortened in comparison 
with both G. kalinzu and G. bina/kasungo and its tip is 
blunter. Dorsal edge of valve much shorter in 
G. kalinzu. Genitalia indicate that G. vosseleri is closely 
related to G. kalinzu, but bright ochreous underside 
very different and latter has tornal androconial brushes.  
 
Diagnosis: Compared with G. subfacatus, in which it 
was placed as a subspecies by Evans, the main 
differences are: (i) hindwing upperside has three small 
white spots instead of at most a single cell-spot; (ii) 
forewing underside has the subapical area and part of 
the margin heavily overlaid with orange-ochreous 
scaling; (iii) on the hindwing underside the 
submarginal spotting is precise and well defined from 
the tornus to the apex, where G. subfacatus has a large, 
diffuse blackish apical patch. Finally the genitalia are 
very different and preclude any close relationship 
between the two. The two species have disjunct 
distributions and there is no other East African Gorgyra 
even beginning to resemble G. vosseleri.  
 
Range, habitat, and habits: G. vosseleri flies in and 
just below upland forests (900–1200 m) in northeastern 
and central Tanzania (E and W Usambara, the Pare 
Mts., Rondo Plateau, Nguru Mts, Udzungwa 
Mountains). It occurs rather sporadically but may 
occasionally be found in numbers. Given its presence 
on the Rondo Plateau it could be in northern 
Mozambique. Less likely is its presence just over the 
border in Kenya (Teita Hills, Chyulu Hills) but 
probably the forests there are not sufficiently wet.  

 
 

Figure 9 – Gorgyra stewarti: Top row uppersides, bottom row undersides: 
A ♂ DRC, Equateur, Lukolela (tbl (ABRI); B ♀ holotype, Cameroun, Ebogo (ABRI ex JS); and C ♀ 
DRC, Kivu, Mt. Atonza (RD). The male genitalia are shown in Fig. 8 D. 
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Gorgyra stewarti – the unknown male, ♂ genitalia, 
and illustrations  (Figs. 8 & 9) 
 
Gorgyra stewarti Larsen, 2010. Entomologists’ Record and 
Journal of Variation, 122(2):55-57. 
 
Type locality: Cameroun, Ebogo, ii.2007.  
Type material: Holotype ♀ African Butterfly Research 
Institute (ABRI). 
 
This species was first located in the collection of James 
Stewart and described on the basis of a single female 
from Ebogo in Cameroun, so different from any other 
known Gorgyra that Larsen thought a description was 
both appropriate and safe. Stewart kindly placed the 
type in the ABRI collection. By an amazing 
coincidence Collins located another female in the 
collection of Robert Ducarme shortly afterwards, while 
the description was in press, but in time to be included 
as a paratype. That specimen was from Mount Atonza 
in the South Kivu Province of the DRC and was 
obviously the same species, despite having slightly 
more black markings on the yellow hindwing underside 
(Fig. 9-C). A year later Philippe Oremans was sent a 
third female from Lukolela (DRC, Equateur Province) 
by a local commercial collector. Lukolela is much 
closer to the Ebogo type locality to the west (850 km) 
than to Kivu (1250 km to the east). In 2013 ABRI 
received the first known male and two additional 
females from Lukolela. The male is an even more 
distinctive Gorgyra than the female and is described 
and figured in Fig. 9. In the original description Larsen 
placed the species as close to Gorgyra subflavidus from 
northeastern Tanzania. The male shows this to be 
wrong since it has a strong androconial hair-tuft on the 
hindwing abdominal fold that is missing in G. 
subflavidus, as well as a structurally different valve. It 
would be interesting to see a Kivu male, but none is 
available.  
 
Description of the male: Forewing 13 mm. Tip of 
abdomen light ochreous. Forewing upperside deeper 
black than in most Gorgyra; cilia black. Round, white 
discal spot in space 3 and another in space 2 (not much 
larger, but somewhat comma-shaped). Hindwing 
mostly black, with two rather small postdiscal spots in 
spaces 2 and 3 (much smaller than in the female and not 
quite as triangular). Cilia ochreous from cell to tornus, 
not as grey as in female. Lower half of abdominal fold 
ochreous, unlike in female, and unique in the genus. 
Fold overlaid with strong brown hair-tuft emanating 
from middle of vein 1b; hair-tufts in other Gorgyra are 
much closer to the margin and overlie the tornal area 
(as is the case also in the genus Melphinyet [Larsen 
2012], the only other African genus with such a tuft). 
Less extensive hyaline spotting and ochreous hindwing 
tornus of male make sexual dimorphism stronger than 
in most, if not all, Gorgyra.  
Male genitalia: We had been particularly interested in 
seeing the genitalia of this species to check whether 
there were strong affinities with any other Gorgyra 
(Fig. 8-D). Genitalia unique, though within the normal 
parameters of genus. Tegumen and uncus quite broad, 
looking rather stubby in lateral view. Fenestrula on 
juncture of tegumen uncus that takes up about 20% of 

the chitinized area (in some Gorgyra fenestrula 
stretches from basal edge of tegumen well into uncus 
[e. g. G. bule, G. subfacatus], taking up almost 50%). 
Valve and cucullus not fully fused as in many Gorgyra; 
cucullus overlies small lobe of valve proper as in 
species such as G. kasungo (and its near relatives) 
described above. In these species cucullus tapers to a 
point and more or less triangular in shape. In 
G. stewarti it slopes down at about 80 degrees to meet 
ventral edge of cucullus and much shorter. Dorsal half 
of distal edge finely serrated. Valve with well-
developed ampulla at dorsal base of valve, similar to 
those of G. mocquerysii Holland, 1896 and the G. bina-
group. Penis 0.9x and uncus 0.66x length of valve. 
Small V-shaped fultura and rather small saccus. 
 
GENUS CERATRICHIA BUTLER, 1870 
(Hesperiidae: Hesperiinae: [Incertae sedis]) 
 
Ceratrichia manengouba Larsen & Collins, sp. nov. 
(Fig. 10) 
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:D33DB436-D196-45B8-BA66-58D9A92A6937 
 
Type locality: Cameroun, Mt Manengouba (05.00N 09.25E), 
1900–2100 m (12.xi.2012). 
Type material:  Holotype ♂ Mt. Manengouba, Cameroun. 
African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi. Paratypes: 62 
♂♂, 20 ♀♀, Mt. Manengouba, Cameroun (xi-xii.2012 & 
i.2013) 
 
In 2012 ABRI arranged a collecting expedition to the 
submontane zone of Mount Manengouba in Cameroun. 
Among many interesting captures was a new species of 
Ceratrichia Butler, which is described below. This is a 
large genus with more than 15 species and a number of 
subspecies, some of which need promotion to species 
rank. The genus falls into four different species-groups 
that were defined and illustrated by Larsen (2013). The 
new species is a member of the C. phocion-group, 
characterized by their bright yellow hindwing 
undersides; it is the only member of this group not also 
to have much of the hindwing upperside bright yellow 
and thus identifiable at a glance (see Fig. 10-A). 
 
Description: Forewing ♂ 14 mm, ♀ on average only 
slightly larger. Head, body, antennae, palpi, and 
antennae typical of the genus; antennae proportionately 
longer than in any other African Hesperiidae genus, 
being almost two-thirds the length of the costa. Male: 
Upperside of both sets of wings uniformly deep black, 
forewing with two or three hardly visible white spots in 
the subapical area and/or in spaces 2 and 3. Forewing 
underside black, though not quite as deep in tone as 
upperside. White spots slightly more visible and there 
may be an additional tiny spot in forewing cell. Costa 
overlaid with ochreous scaling from base to just after 
cell. Spaces 1a and 1b almost as dark as rest of wing. 
Underside largely bright yellow. Costa narrowly 
chocolate-brown, flanked by two small brown spots in 
space 7, inner one of which almost detached. From end 
of vein 7 a large brown patch begins, inner edge of 
which curves to end of cell and then continues to the 
end of vein 2. Shape of patch almost ovoid except that 
inner edge very irregular. Two small brown flecks 
along vein 1b and another just above end of cell.  
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Female: Similar to male, except that on upperside the 
few white spots not almost invisible, though still very 
small, while small brown flecks on hindwing underside 
slightly larger. 
Male genitalia: Genitalia of all Ceratrichia structurally 
similar, somewhat variable, and may not be fully 
diagnostic. However, the two males illustrated in Fig. 
10 are probably genuinely different, though sharing a 
rather short uncus with an upturned tip. Both also have 
a short and insignificant part of end of valve proper 
visible above dorsal edge of cucullus. Tegumen of C. 
manengouba shorter in relation to uncus, and width of 
cucullus much narrower, but with a longer upwards 
directed distal tip. Penis with usual "trumpet" shape, 
but broad distal end poorly chitinized and difficult to 
make sense of or to compare them with other species. 
No asymmetry in valves, often seen in dissections, but 
insufficient examples have been dissected to ascertain 
whether more than individual variation. 
 
Diagnosis: The new species can be separated from all 
other Ceratrichia with black forewings and largely 
yellow hindwing undersides by the completely black 
hindwing upperside, whereas the other species have 
more than half the surface bright yellow. In addition the 
brown apical/marginal patch on the hindwing underside  
is much larger than in any other member of the group 
except for C. lewisi Collins & Larsen, 2000, which has  

a largely yellow hindwing, though covering a smaller 
area than in any other member of the group. C. phocion 
Fabricius, 1781 has no brown patch at all on the 
hindwing underside, while other species only have a 
small apical patch. The species is thus more easily 
identified than any other member of the C. phocion-
group.   
 
Discussion: So far C. manengouba is known only from 
submontane forest edges on Mount Manengouba near 
the caldera of the volcano. It might be found on other 
massifs as well, but was never encountered by Michel 
Libert and his collectors, nor by Robert Tropek – 
probably the two lepidopterists knowing the Cameroun 
submontane zone best. The ABRI collecting team on 
Mount Manengouba caught no fewer than 140 
specimens of Ceratrichia; they would not have known 
that this was a new species so it must have been 
plentiful at the time. The large brown patch of the 
hindwing underside, and the submontane habitats, 
indicate a close relationship with C. lewisi, which is 
supported by the reduced size of the latter's yellow area 
on the hindwing upperside compared with other species 
in the C. phocion-group. C. lewisi is currently known 
only from the submontane forests of the Obudu Plateau 
in Nigeria (160 km NNE of Mt, Manengouba) from 

 
 

Figure 10 – Ceratrichia manengouba (holotype) (A) and C. lewisi (holotype) (B).  
Top row uppersides, middle row undersides, lower row male genitalia. Males of each species are left of their respective 
females. All material of C. manengouba are from Mt. Manengouba, Cameroun; all material of C. lewisi are from the 
Obudu Plateau, Nigeria. The genitalia of C. manengouba are tbl BYI (ABRI), those of C. lewisi are tbl BNM (TBL ex 
OB).    

 

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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where it was described by Collins & Larsen (2000) on 
the basis of a few specimens. Oskar Brattström (pers. 
comm.) recently found a colony in a glade at the edge 
of the low submontane forest of the plateau and 
collected a series of both sexes. C. brunnea Bethune-
Baker, 1906 from the East African Albertine Rift is 
virtually identical with C. manengouba, except that the 
hindwing underside is pure white instead of yellow, 
prompting James Stewart to ask whether they might be 
closely related. However, the Cameroun subspecies, C. 
brunnea ialemia Druce, has strong white forewing 

spotting and is a much poorer match than the East 
African subspecies.  
 
Etymology: The species is given the name of Mount 
Manengouba in Cameroun, one of the most important 
submontane areas in the country. Fairly large forested 
areas still remain intact and comprise a critical 
conservation area in Cameroun. The amphibian fauna 
contains several endemic species found nowhere else 
and even more that are endemic to the submontane zone  
 

 
 

Figure 11 – Top row uppersides, bottom row undersides of Gretna dargei and G. waga.    
A  G. dargei holotype, Cameroun, Obiang (MRAC);  B  G. dargei Cameroun, Ebogo (ABRI);  C  G. waga Côte 
d’Ivoire, no data (ABRI) (the genitalia of A and B are shown in Figure 12). 

 

 
Figure 12 – Male genitalia in Gretna waga-group. 

Upper row G. dargei:  A Cameroun, Obiang (Holotype) (H.1424/tbl) (MRAC); B Cameroun, Ebogo (tbl CAJ) 
(ABRI); C Liberia, Nimba area (tbl CBP) (ABRI ex SzS).  Lower row:  D G. waga Ghana, Bonkro (tbl BOD) 
(ABRI); E G. bugoma Uganda, Mpsisi (tbl BZJ) (ABRI); F G. carmen Kenya, Watamu (tbl BZI) (ABRI). 

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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of Cameroun as a whole. Part of the area has the status 
of National Park. There are many species/subspecies 
linked with the Albertine Rift forests almost 2000 km 
east of Cameroun. We suspect that several of these will 
be shown to be distinct species once they have been 
barcoded. 
 
GENUS GRETNA EVANS, 1937 
(Hesperiidae: Hesperiinae: [Incertae sedis]) 
 
Gretna dargei  Larsen & Collins, sp. nov. (Figs 11–
12) urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:74B8677D-1F57-40A0-A381-E26FED3BD451 
 
Type locality: Cameroun: Obiang, nr Yaoundé (Ph. Darge) 
(ca 03.30N 11.25E) (♂ genitalia mrac H.1424/tbl) (MRAC) 
(Figs 11 & 12).   
Type material: Holotype ♂ Musée Royal de l’Afrique 
Centrale (MRAC), Tervuren. Paratypes: 7 ♂♂ Cameroun: 
Mt., Mbalmayo, Bitje (MRAC); Ebogo area (Nkol Nlong) 
(tbl BWO/JS 051) (JS); Ebogo (tbl CAJ) (ABRI);  Bidou (line 
drawing ML); Liberia: Nimba area (tbl CBP) (ABRI ex SzS). 
Two other male genitalia from Cameroun were inspected, but 
data not recorded. 
 
A few years ago Larsen came across a skipper in the 
genus Gretna Evans that was placed as the holotype for 
the manuscript name G. dargei by L. Berger in the 
Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (MRAC), 
Tervuren. The specimen is in rather poor condition, but 
the genitalia had been mounted and showed some 
differences in both habitus and genitalia from those of 
G. waga Plötz, 1886, its closest relative, and all other 
Gretna. 
 
Description: Forewing 21–22 mm – longer than in G. 
waga. Head, body, antennae, palpi, and antennae 
typical of genus and especially what may be called 
Gretna waga–group. However, the genus seems not to 
be monophyletic and needs revision. Male: On average 
largest member of its group, but slight overlap in size. 
Upperside ground-colour blackish-brown. Forewing 
very pointed and margin almost straight from near tip 
at vein 6 to vein 1. Forewing subapical area has blue 
sheen much like males of Pteroteinon pruna Evans, 
1937. Hindwing tornus drawn out. Spotting pattern on 
forewing upperside well developed with two subapical 
spots in spaces 6 and 7 (sometimes with traces of a third 
in 8); two cell-spots oblong but not fully fused, with 
upper spot placed slightly outwards. Medium-sized 
spots in spaces 2 and 3 of almost equal size and do not 
reach base of their interspaces. Usually a small spot 
also in space 4, but it may be missing. Inside spot in 2 
is round androconial pit (under the microscope looking 
like the caldera of a volcano). No spot in space 1b. 
Hindwing upperside same dark brown as forewing 
without sheen. Well-defined, though small, double spot 
in spaces 4/5. Forewing underside hyaline spotting like 
upperside. Costa, subapical area, and margin somewhat 
variegated, most prominently in having series of well-
developed grey marginal lunules from the apex to space 
2. Discal area brown, not as dark as upperside, while 
spaces 1b and 1a more greyish. Hindwing underside 
variegated, but so dark in tone that underlying pattern 
obscured. Series of blueish-grey postdiscal spots in 
spaces 1c, 2 and 3 are in line with white double spot in 
4/5 – also visible on upperside. Hindwing tornus drawn 

out. Small but clear postdiscal hyaline double-spot in 
spaces 4 and 5, just separated by dark vein, as on 
upperside. Cilia on upperside of both wing surfaces 
uniformly brown, somewhat lighter than wing itself. 
Female: None has as yet been located.   
Male genitalia (Figs 12-A, 12-B, 12-C): Tegumen 
short, but wide, and with flat dorsal area. Edges on 
either side have short black gnathos branches, each 
ending in two bulbous clubs. Uncus even wider than 
tegumen and on either side ending in heavily chitinized 
lobes. Frontal edge of uncus curves gently inwards as it 
joins the two edges. Ventral edge of valve turns up 
about 45o after beginning of cucullus, continuing 
straight till just above half width of valve, at which 
point cucullus has black, triangular lobe on its inside 
edge. Here it ceases to be fused with valve proper, 
turning upwards once again, reaching level of ventral 
edge without recurving at all; inside edge of free part of 
cucullus perfectly straight. Faces similar straight edge 
on valve proper (best seen in the holotype Fig. 12-A). 
Saccus short. Penis slightly longer than valve. 
 
Diagnosis: G. dargei is on average somewhat larger, 
with a darker brown ground-colour on both wing 
surfaces, than other members of the G. waga-group. 
The dark hindwing underside sets it aside from the 
other species and the white double hyaline spot in 
spaces 4/5 is absent in other males, though females may 
have non-hyaline similar spots. The cucullus of 
G. dargei is straight and parallel with a straight edge on 
the edge of the main valve, forming a 90o angle with its 
dorsal edge instead of being rounded as in the 
remaining species (see Fig. 12). G. waga Plötz males 
wings. The distal edge of the cucullus in the male 
genitalia is straight almost to the dorsal edge, when it 
abruptly recurves to lie in line with the dorsal edge of 
the main valve. G. bugoma Evans, 1947 in both sexes 
differ in having a large, white triangular patch taking 
up 30% of the hindwing underside surface. The distal 
edge of the cucullus recurves abruptly by 45o at the 
black triangle at mid-point, continuing straight to the 
level of the dorsal edge of the main valve. G. carmen 
Evans, 1937 males are the only members of the group 
having no forewing androconial pit and usually have a 
blue sheen on the subapical area. The cucullus begins 
to recurve gently from the midpoint of the distal edge 
at the level of the triangular black patch. G. leakeyi 
Collins & Larsen, 1995 is more special in two respects, 
but the presence of an androconial pit places it in the 
G. waga species-group. It is illustrated in colour with a 
good genitalia scan in Fig. 14 and discussed below. 
 
Discussion: G. dargei is mainly known from the 
lowland rainforests in the eastern half of Cameroun. 
Surprisingly Sz. Sáfián turned up a fresh male from the 
forests of the Nimba area in Liberia that stood out 
among a series of G. waga (genitalia in Fig. 12). There 
are other examples of the long disjunction between 
Liberia and the Nimbas in the Hesperiidae (e.g. 
Celaenorrhinus bettoni Butler and Andronymus 
fenestrella Bethune-Baker), though often in distinct 
subspecies; however, the pattern of the Gretna is such 
that evident morphological differences would be 
unusual and barcoding will be necessary to determine 
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the true status. G. dargei seems to be much rarer than 
G. waga, mostly collected in ones or twos, and to occur 
only in and at the edges of evergreen forest (the 
holotype was labeled (“piste forêt”); G. waga is also 
found in more open country. 
 

Etymology: Lucien Berger, late curator of butterflies at 
the Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (MRAC), 
Tervuren had wanted to name this species after Philippe 
Darge, as indicated by the label on an unpublished 
holotype. Darge wrote many useful papers on 
Afrotropical Rhopalocera, especially on the Charaxinae 
and larger Nymphalidae, describing many new 
species. He donated much material to the MRAC 
collections and is currently working chiefly on 
Heterocera. The authors are pleased to follow Berger’s 
intention and to designate his specimen as the formal 
holotype despite its rather poor condition. 
 
Gretna leakeyi Collins & Larsen, 1995 
Colour illustration & male genitalia   (Fig. 13) 
 
Gretna leakeyi Collins & Larsen, 1995. Lambillionea 95(4) 
(Tome II): 561 (561-562). 
Type locality: Cameroun: “South Cameroun, Djoum, 
1.x.1994 (S.C. Collins).  
Type material: Holotype ♂ African Butterfly Research 
Institute, Nairobi, Kenya (examined). 
 
This interesting skipper was described from a single 
male in poor condition, collected at Djoum in 
southeastern Cameroun and figured only in black & 
white. The genitalia were illustrated only in a rather 
rough free-hand line drawing. Since then ABRI has 
received five additional males from Ebogo, about 110 
km west of the type locality, in ones and twos. The 
authors still have seen none from any other collections 
despite much collecting in the Ebogo area, where most 
other Gretna also fly (H. Boersma, R. de Jong, and 
others are co-ordinating an in-depth survey of the 
Ebogo butterflies as the baseline for long-term survey 
to be repeated in 2100). A male in good condition, as 
well as a scan of the male genitalia, are illustrated in 
Fig. 13.  
 
Diagnosis: Forewing 22 mm – about the same as 
G. waga, but forewing more pointed and usually only a 
single fully developed subapical spot on upperside. 
Member of the G. waga-group with androconial pit – 
missing only in G. carmen (visible just inside spot in 

space 2 Fig. 13). Differs from other species especially 
in large size of forewing spots in space 2 and especially 
space 3, which are separated from cell-spots and from 
each other only by brown veins; smaller spots of other 
species much better separated. Tone of hyaline spots 
more yellow than usual in genus. Hindwing underside 
almost as dark as that of G. dargei described above. 
Female still unknown; will probably resemble male and 
have large forewing spots that are only separated by the 
dark veins, but hindwing underside will probably not 
be as dark.  
Male genitalia: Male genitalia of G. leakeyi differs from 
other members of the G. waga-group. Most important 
are two aspects of the tegumen/uncus. Two gnathos 
branches emanating from the tegumen very small. 
Uncus much narrower with two rounded lobes. On 
valve cucullus long and narrow, extending straight 
upwards at 40o angle to ventral edge of valve, instead 
of curving back as in other species. One could imagine 
that these three features interacted in their evolution, 
the two cuculli not taking up space underneath the 
uncus.  
 
Discussion: The species seems to be very rare along 
riverine vegetation in rainforest country of southeastern 
Cameroun, almost certainly with palms as the food 
plants like G. waga and G. carmen (Cock et al. 2014). 
However, there are no field observations of any kind. 
 
GENUS CAENIDES HOLLAND, 1896 
(Hesperiidae: Hesperiinae: [Incertae sedis]) 
 
Caenides lukolela Larsen & Collins, sp. nov. (Figs 
14–15)  
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:AC41F361-3654-4F42-A787-DA979077B38A 
 
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo, Equateur 
Province, Lukolela River. 
Type material: Holotype ♂ African Butterfly Research 
Institute, Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
When examining some uncurated boxes of medium-
sized black, white-spotted skippers at ABRI, one did 
not quite fit anything so far known. Closer examination 
showed it to have a large, recumbent discal hair-tuft on 
the hindwing, which immediately placed it in the genus 
Caenides Holland. The spotting was whitish and it 
seemed closest to the much larger C. dacela Hewitson, 
1876 but there was no trace of the forewing brand of 

 
 

Figure 13 – The male upperside & underside of G. leakeyi from Ebogo, and the male genitalia (tbl CBB/796) (ABRI) 
(compare with the more typical members of the G. waga-group in Figs 11 & 12).  
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that species. Despite the immediate morphological 
similarity with C. dacela, the structure of the male 
genitalia actually turned out to be closer to those of 
C. soritia Hewitson, 1876 (Fig. 15), where the spotting 
has a more ochreous tinge, and where the spots are 
larger, not least those in the forewing cell, which are 
much larger and fully fused. It is here described as a 
new species. It differs so strongly from other Caenides 
that we do not hesitate to describe it on the basis of a 
single specimen. An overview of the genus and its 
distribution was given by Larsen & Collins (2011) 
when describing another new species, C. dacenova. 
 
Description: Forewing ♂ 19 mm. Head, palpi, 
antennae and legs as in type species of genus, Caenides 
dacela. Male: Upperside dark brown. Forewing with 

whitish hyaline spotting (less ochreous than in Fig. 14). 
Spots are as follows: two well-separated cell-spots, one 
above the other, quadrate with rounded angles; three 
small subapical spots in spaces 6 to 8, middle spot 
recessed; rounded spot in space 3, half size of cell-
spots; larger triangular spot in space 2 that does not 
reach base; a spot in middle of space 1b, third the size 
of that in 2, but clearly defined. No trace of fine discal 
brand. Hindwing uniformly dark brown with same tone 
as forewing. Large, recumbent hair tuft from cell 
covering bases of veins 2, 3, and 4. Cilia not chequered 
but slightly lighter in tornal area. Underside brown with 
slight chestnut tinge. Forewing hyaline spotting as on 
upperside; costa and subapical area slightly lighter than 
rest of the wing; much of space 1a and 1b greyish, 
without obscuring white hyaline spot in 1b. Hindwing 

 
 

Figure 14 – Caenides lukolela and two similar species: 
A The male holotype of C. lukolela, upperside (left) and underside right).  Bottom row, uppersides of:  B C. soritia, 
Ghana, Kakum:  C C. dacela Ghana, Kakum. NOTE: The hyaline spots are too yellow in all specimens figured, 
C. lukolela and C. dacela are whitish and C. soritia lighter ochreous. 

 

 
Figure 15 – The male genitalia of Caenides lukolela and two other Caenides: 

A C. lukolela holotype (tbl CCE) (ABRI);   B C. soritia DRC, Malela (H.237) (MRAC); and C C. dacela Tanzania, 
Kigoma (tbl BZP) [the lower valve is from Ghana, Bobiri (tbl BVY)), included to show the degree of variation]. 
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uniformly brown with slight chestnut tinge and no 
traces of discal spotting; margin with no noticeable 
lighter marginal band as in C. dacela. Female: So far 
unknown and might be difficult to tell apart from 
several other Caenides. 
Male genitalia: Entirely typical of genus (Fig.15); very 
close to those of C. soritia. Tegumen fully merged with 
rather slim uncus, which ends in slightly down-turned 
tip. Roughly chitinized fenestrula-like depression 
between uncus and tegumen. Underside of most of 
uncus deeply grooved. Lower edge of tegumen has 
gnathos flap on either side longer than wide, somewhat 
rounded at tips. Vinculum narrow and merges with 
tegumen from behind. Little different from C. soritia. 
Valve more or less quadrangular with cucullus being as 
long as inner half of valve. Dorsal edge of cucullus 
serrated for its entire length – distal half of the edge 
hardly serrated in C. soritia. V-shaped fultura with 
fairly long branches. Saccus very short. Penis not as 
long as in C. soritia. 
 
Diagnosis: The species can immediately be placed in 
Caenides, which is the only African skipper genus to 
have a prominent discal hair-tuft on the hindwing 
upperside [C. dacena Hewitson, 1876 and 
C. hidaroides Aurivillius, 1896 currently placed in the 
genus, lack this brush, have very different genitalia, and 
need to be removed from Caenides for other reasons as 
well (Larsen in prep.)]. At first sight C. lukolela looks 
like a very small C. dacela Hewitson, but the absence 
of the prominent S-shaped forewing brand in spaces 2 
and 1b of that species, and the presence of a hyaline 
spot in space 1b immediately set them apart. C. soritia 
has a fine androconial brand only in space 2; its spotting 
is ochreous and much larger, with the forewing cell-
spots fully fused. C. xychus Mabille, 1891 is about the 
same size as C. lukolela, has a spot in the forewing 
space 1b, and also lacks the forewing brand, but the 
hyaline spotting is saturated ochreous. Although the 
genitalia are structurally similar, they differ strongly in 
the shape of the valves. The tegumen of C. dacela is 
taller than in the two other species and the uncus more 
massive, while the two gnathos branches are triangular 
and directed forwards instead of 45o down. C. dacela 
also differs from the two others by the vinculum 
widening as it approaches the tegumen with which it 
fuses from below and not from behind. The remaining 
Caenides all differ even more from the new species. 
 
Range, habitat, and habits: The single known 
specimen was obtained by a local collector on the 
Lukolela River, not far in from where it flows into the 
Congo River, so nothing is known about the habitat. 
But the river has much tall riverine forest, and inland 
there is a fair amount of evergreen forest as well as 
farmland. The area between Mbandaka and the 
Lukolela River is rich in skippers and several other 
poorly known species occur in the area. We have not 
seen the species in the many collections studied, but 
since some Caenides are very scarce, we hesitate to 
consider it endemic to the area; at most it will probably 
be limited to neighbouring areas in Congo, southern 
Cameroun, and perhaps Gabon. Members of the genus 

usually fly low down in shady places in forest clearings 
and are fond of flowers such as Costus. 
 
Etymology: The species is given the name of the 
Lukolela River, Equateur Province in the western DRC 
from where many interesting butterflies were recently 
collected by local collectors and before them by 
Belgian colonial personnel. 
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